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Chairman: Councillor Mrs V Lynch 
Councillors: Councillor Mr M Bird, Councillor Mr D Clements, Councillor Mr A Coulson, 

Councillor Dr L Kennedy, Councillor Mrs M Lawrence and Councillor Mr N 
Rickard 

Apologies:  Councillor Mr N Rickard  
Clerk  Mrs R Biley 
Attendance:  
Parishioners:  3 
By Invitation: Mr B Atkinson of Enzo Energy 
 
1. Apologies for absences 
 
Apologies received and accepted from Councillor Rickard. 

 
2. Disclosure of interest on items in agenda 
 
Councillor Price advised that her path had tentatively crossed academically with the author of one 
of the reports for item 5.1. Whilst this is not an interest, Councillor Price wished for it to be noted 
for the record.  

 
3. Comments from District Councillor, County Councillor and Police 
 
A report was received from Councillor Cooper, which is available as an appendix.  

 
4. Sign off of minutes 

• Parish Council Meeting 2018 09 25 

• Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting 2018 10 02 
 
The Minutes were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as an accurate account of 
both meetings.  
 
5.  Planning 
 

5.1 18/03012/APP 

• Land At Thistlebrook Farm Tring Road Wingrave Buckinghamshire HP22 4LN 
Single storey Installation of a synchronous gas-powered standby generation facility, plus 
ancillary infrastructure and equipment. 

 
Councillor Lynch gave an overview of the item and Introduced Mr B Atkinson who was in 
attendance from Enzo Energy.  

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 
 

Held on Tuesday 30th October 2018  
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Mr Atkinson advised that the site was required to balance energy needs due to the flux in energy 
produced by renewable sources such as solar and wind. This type of site is the cleanest and 
quickest of the fossil fuels and would be used intermittently, mainly at peak times (7-9am and 5-
7.30pm). The site would generate 49.9MW and would be able to deal with the anticipated future 
growth of the Vale.  
 
There would be a requirement of the application that a construction plan be in place to manage 
traffic levels. There will be 34 shipping containers moved to the site, it is estimated this would be 
reflected as 200 HGV movements, over 6 months.  Once in place, access would be limited to a 
transit vehicle up to 3 times a week for maintenance. Access would be created under a Type 1 
access regulation with .6 acres of woodland removed to accommodate the site, but screening 
planting will replace this at approximately .7 acres.  
 
Councillors advised that upon a site visit, the only building to be seen was a barn located in 
Hulcott and the site would be seen from a couple of footpaths, this information is available on the 
visual report.  
 
The Clerk asked for clarification of what the impact would be to Wingrave and its residents. Mr 
Atkinson advised that the noise levels during the day would not exceed that of background noise 
and at night would be negligible. Due to the type of station being applied for they were required to 
apply for 2nd tier of approval from the environment agency who have extremely strict regulations, 
the reports on air quality however show a “negligible” impact to air quality.  
 
Councillor Price raised concerns over the air quality model used in the report as well as the use of 
Luton weather observations, given the 14-mile difference in locations and the dip specific to this 
site. Councillor Price’s full concerns can be viewed as an appendix.  
 
The contract application would be for a 15-year period, with a 4-year delayed start and therefore a 
temporary planning application has been made. This would be in place for a 25-year term. If for 
any reason the site was no longer to be in place, then Enzo would be required to put the site back 
to scrub land.  
 
Enzo energy are looking at the possibility of making a gesture of goodwill to the community via the 
Parish Council, inline with S106 amounts. The Clerk advised we would need to ensure that the 
process was transparent and legal if this was to happen.  
 
Councillor Lynch proposed that a vote of no objection but to raise the concerns as detailed by 
Councillor Price. The Council voted 4:3 in favour of this proposal.  
 

5.2 18/03512/ALB 
• Waddesdon Manor Silk Street Waddesdon Buckinghamshire HP18 0JH 

Creation of new second floor door opening within Bachelor Wing 
 
The Clerk advised that she was unclear why we had been consulted on this matter, however it 
was proposed to register no objections to the application. This was approved by unanimous vote.  
 

5.3 18/03588/APP 
• 7 Bennetts Lane Rowsham Buckinghamshire HP22 4QU 

Two storey side and single storey rear extensions 
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The Council discussed the application and saw no reason to object to the application. A vote was 
cast and was met by unanimous agreement to register no objections.  

 
6 Remembrance Sunday information 
 
The Council confirmed that there were various activities happening throughout the village, 
including the Remembrance service at the War Memorial, followed by a service at the church. 
There would also be a display at the school in conjunction with the Heritage Society.  
 
7 Updates 

7.1 Netball / Tennis Court- WWRSAL 
 

Chair of WWRSAL Mr G Chater was in attendance and advised the Council that there had 
been a slight delay in construction due to illness, the contractors hoped to make the time up 
throughout the project, with an aim to do a Christmas opening.  
 
The AGM was recently held and that WWRSAL does not currently have a secretary. Mr Chater 
asked the Council how often they would like updates from WWRSAL, the Council advised that 
every other month should be sufficient.  

 
7.2 Road Safety 

 
Councillor Price delivered her report on traffic calming, which included advising that they had 
attended the LAF and had been informed of a new speed watch sign to be put at entry gates 
advising motorists they were entering a speed watch area. These are costed at £55 each. 
The traffic group also discovered a new style sign to warn HGV style vehicles that oncoming 
vehicles would be in the middle of the road. The Clerk advised that the Council need to know 
the cost, the impact and whether TfB would allow it to be installed before a decision could be 
made. 
 
8 Bus Shelter- A418 discussion 
 
The Clerk advised that she and Councillor Clements had attended the bus stop on the A418 due 
to complaints being received about the level of rubbish in the shelter. Upon attending it was clear 
that the shelter was being used for things other than waiting for a bus. She advised that there was 
potentially two options to improve the shelter; the first would be to change the shelter to a more 
modern style which would reduce the anonymity of those inside it, the second would be to install 
new windows of some description and generally tidy it up, she clarified though that that may well 
make it more desirable for users who are using it as somewhere to loiter.  
 
Councillor Kennedy raised concerns that as this was donated to Wingrave and Aston Abbotts 
Councils by the Czech government it should not be removed without permissions being sort from 
the government. Councillor Clements suggested that it could be possible to retain the existing 
structure but to change it to open up the front and make it more open.  
 
It was agreed that Councillor Clements would investigate those options first and report back to the 
Council. 
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9 Street naming- Land off Baldways 
 
The Clerk clarified that this was not to rename the existing Close of Baldways but was to discuss 
the options for the street naming of the new development as the numbering structure of Baldways 
does not lend itself to be extended, therefore a new street name would be required.  
 
The Council agreed that it would wish for there to be some link to the original enclosure names. 
Councillor Lynch agreed to send the Clerk the enclosure map and a suitable name would be found 
from there. The Council approved this and also stipulated that it did not wish to have it named as 
Highfield Close, which is the current developments name as set by Ridgepoint.  

 
10 Finance 

 
10.1 Payments since last meeting 

 
Approved by all Councillors.  
 

24/09/2018 Russell Bignell Handyman 
duties 

Environment 
Committee 

Parish Handyman £244.50  

24/09/2018 Rebecca Biley Clerks Pay 
and 
expenses 

Administration Clerk's Pay £741.06  

24/09/2018 HMRC Tax and NI Administration Clerk's Pay £6.97  

24/09/2018 AVALC  Subscription 
fees 

Subscriptions AVALC £25.00  

25/09/2018 Andy Muskett Installation of 
knocked 
down street 
light 12 Leys 

Street Lighting Maintenance £38.00  

01/10/2018 MW Agri Kirby award- 
WWRSAL 

Community 
Groups 

Kirby Memorial Fund £906.00  

01/10/2018 Women in 
Waders 

2nd half 
payment of 
pond 
clearance 

Environment 
Committee 

Parish Maintenance £2,097.00  

30/09/2018 MW Agri September 
devolved 

Environment 
Committee 

Provision for 
Devolved Tasks  

£508.80  

05/10/2018 AVDC Church Bin 
Empty 

Community 
Groups 

Parish Church 
Cemetery Grant 

148.35  

01/10/2018 Eon October 
Statement 

Street Lighting Electricity £109.04  

 
10.2 Approval of Insurance payment 

 
Whilst this payment was approved when the insurance term was fixed for 3 years and 
again at approval of the budget, the Clerk wished to agree the amount again of £3177.47. 
This was approved by all Councillors.  
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10.3 Approval of work to be completed by Neighbourhood Plan consultant 
 

Councillor Kennedy advised that to do the work need to make an amendment of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, it was prudent to further engage the skills of the Council’s 
Neighbourhood Plan consultant Mr N Homer. He proposed approving up to £2,300 for 
necessary works, this was approved by unanimous vote.  

 
Meeting ended 21.30 
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Appendix 1- Item 3 District Councillor Report 
 
The VALP has completed it examination and will be subject to some modification. The main 
point to note is the increase in housing numbers for the vale. The total is now 31.500. It is not 
clear were these will be located yet but they will be placed strategically in major growth 
areas, so the increase should not impact on Wingrave. The final version of VALP has to go 
back to final consultation but as AVDC have chosen not to oppose any on the inspectors 
comments, we anticipate the plan being made 2nd qtr 19. 
 
The Wingrave NP update is now agreed and should go through without delay. The next 
revision of your plan will be 5 years from now. 
 
Due to the national political situation, the government have so far failed to make a Unitary 
decision and we must therefore assume that elections next May will go ahead. Since the 
leadership change at Aylesbury Vale, cooperation between the councils leaders has 
improved no end. This may lead to a more collaborative Unitary approach. 
 
The Ox Cam expressway and the east west rail link now have full government backing. 
Corridor B has been chosen so this takes the road and associated development well clear of 
Wingrave. AVDC will meet Highways England next week and we may learn a bit more about 
the final route. The development brings with it about 1m houses so as you might imagine, we 
are keen to learn more about there likely location. 
 
A note concerning Rowsham. Firstly congrats to Mary for clearing the green by the bus stop. 
Great job. Could the PC arrange to have the hedges adjacent to the speed limit signs and 
VAS's cut back so that they can be seen. 
 
And a note from our council tax team 

“We are about to commence a review of all residents receiving a Single Persons Discount (SPD) 
of 25% in respect of their Council Tax. 
 
Only households occupied by only one adult are eligible for this reduction. The review will 
ensure our records are up to date and accurately reflect their households. It also allows us to 
stop discount to any residents who have previously failed to inform us of a change in their 
circumstances which would have resulted in them no longer being eligible for this reduction. 
  
Letters will shortly be sent out to all residents in receipt of SPD giving them the opportunity to 
confirm the occupancy of their households. They will be required to respond to the letter within 
14 days, if a response is not received a reminder letter will be issued. Failure to respond to the 
reminder letter or provide details of the household will result in the removal of the discount 
from 1st April 2018. Their new bill will be issued confirming their revised amount and new 
instalment plan. 
  
We are dedicated to protecting the public purse and detecting fraud. We take Council Tax Fraud 
very seriously and are very pro-active in confirming all entitlements to discounts are eligible. In 
circumstances where fraud has occurred, a penalty of £70.00 may be imposed. 
  
We would like to thank our residents for their on-going cooperation throughout this exercise.” 
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Appendix 2- Councillor Dr H Price Item 5.1 
 
Concerns relating to Planning Application 18/03012/APP 

1.  
Air Quality 

 
I have several concerns about the air quality assessment submitted: 

1) Modelling is based on continuous operation of plant, which is in fact to be 

operated intermittently 

The report states that the plant “will operate for short periods of time when there is 
demand; the exact operation schedule is therefore unknown”. This introduces 
unquantified uncertainties into the AQ analysis.  
“Since the precise hours when the plant will operate are not known, and in order to 
provide a worst-case assessment, it has been assumed that all the generators will 
run constantly for 24 hours every day of the year. The predicted annual mean 
concentrations assuming continuous operation have then been adjusted to account 
for the intended 2,600 operational hours by applying a factor of 0.297 (which is 
2,600/8,760 (the number of hours in a 365-day year)).” 
 
The assessment is based on continuous operation emission, divided by ~3 since this 
is the proportion of time for which the plant is expected to operate. This neglects to 
take into account any variation in emissions when the plant is first powered up, for 
example. How much extra emission is produced in, say, the first ten minutes of 
operation? How many times will the plant be turned on and off? This information is 
required to do a proper assessment. 

2) How representative are the meteorological conditions in Luton of the site?  

Modelling has been done based on meteorological data for Luton, some 14 miles 
away from the site with different topology. No uncertainties are provided to account 
for the difference in meteorology between a site east of the Chilterns and the site 
south of Wingrave, which is north-west of the Chilterns. The Vale of Aylesbury is 
known for fog and temperature inversions, both of which would affect pollution 
dispersion (cold air can settle in valleys, trapping pollution near the ground where 
people breathe). How similar is the Luton meteorology in this respect? Under some 
meteorological conditions, NOx emissions can lead to ozone events which are 
damaging for human health, especially for those with respiratory conditions, and 
crops. This does not appear to have been thoroughly assessed and is of particular 
relevance to this site given its location in a vale. 

3) Additional hazards associated with the close proximity of the emitter to a power 

line have not been assessed 

The site proposed is adjacent to a 132 kV overhead power line (in fact the location 
was chosen so that a connection could be made to this power line). The work of Prof 
Denis Henshaw’s group at the University of Bristol indicates that high voltage 
powerlines emit ions which attach to larger aerosol particles thereby increasing their 
charge. When inhaled, electrically charged pollutant aerosols can have a much higher 
(3 to 4 times for 20 nm particles) probability of depositing in the lung, where they can 
be detrimental to health (there have been suggestions of links to lung disease, cancer 
and childhood leukaemia, although more research is required to establish whether 
the link is causative).  Ions from power lines also nucleate small particles in their own 
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right (gas-to-particle conversion), constituting a further process by which increased 
exposure to aerosols may occur. Neither of these two mechanisms for increasing the 
human exposure to aerosols has been accounted for in the air quality report provided. 
It is important especially given the proximity of the development to a school.  
 
 
 
 

4) No consideration given to users of the public footpaths 

The report states that there is no relevant exposure within the red and orange 
contours, although there are public footpaths which people use for exercise, one of 
which passes through Thistle Brook farm. These footpaths have been used by the 
people of Wingrave and Rowsham for more than a century, and the proposed 
development has a detrimental effect on the quality of air that people breathe when 
they use these paths. 

 
Given the potential underestimation of the effects of the pollutant emissions from the site, 
Paragraph 170 of the NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) needs to be revisited 
following a more thorough assessment: 
 

 “Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and 
local environment by: […] (e) preventing new and existing development from 
contributing to, being put at unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by, 
unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or noise pollution or land instability. 
Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local environmental 
conditions such as air and water quality, taking into account relevant information such 
as river basin management plans.” 

 
As described above, it has yet to be determined whether the levels of air pollution should be 
deemed acceptable. Even if a more thorough assessment was carried out, it seems likely 
that the current limitations in the scientific understanding of the interactions between 
pollutants and overhead power would mean that the building of the proposed development 
would still present too great a risk so near to centres of population. 
 

2. General concerns on climate change 
 
This is non-essential infrastructure and contributes to climate change. This month the most 
recent IPCC report called for urgent action to phase out fossil fuels. Despite Enso’s Planning, 
Design and Access Statement stating that "the capacity market auction generally seeks 
approximately 1GW (1,000MW) of additional power provision, year on year, although this is 
due to increase", it fails to mention any requirement for this power to come from fossil fuels. 
A gas-fired power station can by no stretch of the imagination be considered either 
sustainable (fossil fuels are an exhaustible resource) or low-carbon (burning natural gas 
releases carbon dioxide). Battery power-storage plants, which can be used to store energy 
generated from renewable sources to be used when demand peaks, are in use in other parts 
of the UK. In addition, Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy has recently 
reduced the amount of new gas power plants that it expects will need to be built, see 
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-uk-government-slashes-outlook-for-new-gas-power-
plants: 

https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-uk-government-slashes-outlook-for-new-gas-power-plants
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-uk-government-slashes-outlook-for-new-gas-power-plants
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“Back in 2012, the government’s gas generation strategy had suggested 26 gigawatt 
(GW) of new gas would be needed by 2030 to replace retiring coal and nuclear 
plants. Ed Davey, the then energy and climate secretary, said at the time that 20 new 
gas plants would likely to be built. More recently, the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers (IMechE) argued up to 30 new gas plants would be needed by 2025. Now, 
BEIS expects just 6GW of new gas to be built by 2035”. 

 

3. Noise 
 
It is not clear from the various documents whether the 2600 operational hours is a target, an 
estimate, an intention or an upper limit. The Planning, Design and Access Statement 
considers "normal daytime operation" to be 7am to 11pm; this is well beyond what most 
people would describe as “daytime”. The noise assessment says impact would be “adverse” 
to “significantly adverse” at night time.  
 

4.  

5. Visibility of the site 
 
The plant would be visible from the footpaths around Wingrave which are much used as a 
recreation amenity for the local people. The site would also be visible from the Area of 
Attractive Landscape (AAL) approximately 1km north of the site. 
 

6. Other communities object to similar schemes 
 
ENSO have encountered significant local opposition for a very similar proposal for a site near 
Alcester (https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=P7UHJ7PMKI400), 
as reported in the local media http://www.102touchfm.co.uk/round-here/news/local-
news/controversial-plans-for-gas-power-station-near-alcester/  
 

7. The Wingrave with Rowsham Neighbourhood Plan 
 
The Wingrave neighbourhood plan says ‘development proposals on land outside the defined 
settlement boundary at Wingrave will not be supported in the countryside unless it is 
necessary for the purposes of agriculture or forestry, or for enterprise, diversification, 
recreation or tourism that benefits the rural economy without harming countryside interests’. 
 
This development is not necessary for those purposes, does not benefit the rural economy, 
and does harm countryside interests, as described above. 
 

8. Traffic 
 
Access for construction vehicles will need to either come through Long Marston or Wingrave, 
both of which have serious existing issues with freight vehicles. Of particular concern is the 
Dark Lane/Tring Road area of Wingrave, where there is a series of very sharp, narrow, blind 

https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=P7UHJ7PMKI400
http://www.102touchfm.co.uk/round-here/news/local-news/controversial-plans-for-gas-power-station-near-alcester/
http://www.102touchfm.co.uk/round-here/news/local-news/controversial-plans-for-gas-power-station-near-alcester/
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bends. It is impossible for lorries to use this road without taking up both carriageways 
(although there are no warning signs of this on the approach). The road is so narrow that two 
lorries cannot pass each other and on many occasions have become wedged in. Sharp 
bends mean lorries enter the section of road without being able to see another coming from 
other side, and there is no pedestrian refuge despite the central village location. The traffic 
group's research shows that, if new, this road would be subject to width restrictions.  

 
 
 
 


